'|

Introduction
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é‘ '{:]unund ismy Muse. She is beaury suspended. And
dieihist light of day or the dy 1embers of night, she croons

wild ol stories that are neither here nor there but somewhere in
between

most impossible to believe bur tantalizingly elose,
like the first discoveries of childhood along a river roiling with
adventure.

Richmond

nirregular place, impossible ro explain except by
stepping into the shoes of her past and ws
cohbles and trestles,

ng apicce, over old

past hawmts and
hidden alleys, down
by the old locks and
dams, and then up
again, al p. like
Phoenix rising from
the ashes, moder-
arely well-behaved
bue still a rouch wild,
eled, lik
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Richmond is Paradise, neither flat nor peaked, but hilly. So much
better 1o draw us up from the troughs and pitch us, rolling |

chiliren, over the top. She is a perch above the fray, a place to
™ wder the conrours of our .\'\\'&‘rrh' crooked |"Lllil:\'.

Tobe sure, Richmond is elusive roo, like the seabed exposed

or the sky uptumed, each cloud o lirtle summir that WIS sy

before our eyes,

For many years, we laid elaim rothe notion that Richmond, like
Rome, was built on seven hills. We had believers far and near,
from Compron’s Pictire Encyclopedia to National Geographic

Magazine. In 1913, our "city of seven hills" made chapeer 7 of
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Edward Hungerford's The Persomality of Amevican Clities, where we

were neatly tucked berween Washington, DUC., as the "American
Mecea,

courtesy do not forget.”

and Charleston, South Caroling, “where romance and

The spirit of our urban myth hit ies zenith in 1937, when Ciry
ather Bynd,”

councilman John Hirschberg, also known as “Linle
introduced an ondinance that would have made our seven hills
law. In this ordinanee, he named them as Church, Union,
Shockoe, Gamble's, Navy, French Garden, and Council Cham-
ber. But alas, our Little Father faced unexpected oppesition from
the nine-member council. Why, you ask! Because seven is nor

i wanted a hill for

neatly divisible by nine, and each councily
his constituency.

There were surely plenty to choose from, as hills abound in our
fair City. The News Leader came up with 67 hills in 1952, among
them Buck, Goat, Dead Man, and Poor House — all hills best left
in the closer.

In defense of our erstwhile council, a hill by any other name
bie o hetrer hill, Take Church Hill, also known as Indis
Richmond, and Town Hill. Or Union Flill, which was formed by
ting Doen’s and Stricker Hill.

leveling and then reappol

In a1 twise of irony almost roo sweer for history, our rallest hill
actually has no name at all, Tesits ata lonely 312 feet alongside
the cormner of Patterson and Three Chopr.

There is good reason to claim affinity with Rome, tw celebrate our
hills, and cherish our notso-ordinary urban myths, There is even
better reason o climb a few, to rise above the fray it only fora few
moments, :|I\Ll ;llu_'n Ihc contours of our sweel |§‘ o ‘I\;L'(l |1'.llh.\'.
Afrer all, saidd the good poer Frost, *[Paradise] gives its glimpses
only to those not in position to look too close.”




